T*HE HARfOG COMMITTEE REPORf	ioj
now and possibly for some time to come, to enable the Mahomedan community, to
take its full share in the life and in the advance of the nation, this would not,_ in our
opinion, be inconsistent either with sound democratic or sound educational principles.
We wish we could say that no reservations are necessary and we should certainly wish
that they should be as small as possible. As complications of an educational system
they are undesirable in themselves but since in our bel ief they represent a necessary
alternative to leaving the Mahomedan community in its present backward state, and
leaving it to take the poor chances afforded by a system of segregate institutions,
we have no hesitation in embracing that alternative as justifiable on broad grounds
of national policy.
We suggest, therefore, that provincial Governments should carefully consider the
question of reservation of a suitable number of places for Mabomedans in those
publicly managed institutions in which it is not possible at present to admit all
applicants. If and when they can be enlarged, to that extent the necessity for
reservations will disappear.
The particular form and degree of reservations made in favour of Mahomedans
will differ in different provinces and in some provinces they will no doubt be slight.
We are of opinion that if a reconstruction of the educational system is carried
out in certain provinces by a well-arra nged and equitable distribution of schools and
by a development of vernacular schoo Is, the need for 'reservation* will be much
less than would appear at present to be necessary. But in any case, during this
period of reconstruction, and until Mahomedans have recovered lost ground, reserva-
tion will probably be necessary in some provinces. It is significant that in the
Punjab, while the number of Mahomedan pupils rose from 159,791 in 1917 to 545,831
it was not found necessary to have any 'reservations' in any school.
We would again add, as we did when dealing with the question of religious
instruction, that if in the case of other communities the same necessity is found to
exist for making special arrangements, whether by way of reservation of places
or otherwise to secure or encourage their educational advace as has been found to
exist in the case of Mahomedans, similar concessions should be made to those
communities.
depressed classes
Coming to the education of the Depressed Clashes the Committee says :—
Two policies have been suggested for meeting the educational needs of the
depressed classes. In the view of many of our witnesses their interests can best be
safeguarded by a policy of extending the system of segregate schools and of providing
separate supervising staffs for these schools. The other policy is to admit the
children of the depressed classes on equal terms into the ordinary schools.
We are strongly of the opinion that the policy of the 'mixed school' is the* riglit
one. The system of segregate schools tends necessarily to emphasise rather than
to reduce the differences between the depressed classes and the other Hindu castes.
We are aware that it may still be necessary in a few places particularly in those
places where a great majority of the local population belong to the depressed classes
to provide schools for them ; but such schools should be regarded as ordinary
public schools and not as segregate institutions. In our opinion, the more the
special schools tend to become mixed schools the better it will be for all sections
of the people.
There is a further reason why we consider it essential that the orders of the
Provincial Governments in regard to the free admission of depressed class pctpdls
into the ordinary schools should be enforced immediately and rigorously.* ,Gur
Review has shown not only that;compulsion has been introduced already1 in a
considerable number of areas, but that many schemes for compulsion are likely to be
adopted during the next few years. If under schemes for compulsion separate
schools have to be provided for the depressed classes in many areas the cost of the
schemes will be very largely and unnecessarily increased. The figure for the
enrolment of depressed class pupils in the ordinary schools during the last five years*
have shown the extent to which prejudice is dying out and when compulsion is Intro-
duced on a large scale it will, we hope, be only a matter of time before all classes of
the community become accustomed to new and more wholesome conditions of

